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Establishment of vessel traffic services

• In 1997 the Finnish Maritime Administration gave a Decision 
to establish vessel traffic services to the Finnish coastline and 
the inland waterways.

• 1.10.1996 Helsinki VTS 

• 1.1.1998 Archipelago VTS

• 1.5.2000 Helsinki VTS, sector 2

• 1.10.2000 Kotka VTS

• 1.3.2001 West Coast VTS

• 26.11.2001 Bothnia VTS

• 1.5.2002 Saimaa VTS

• 1.9.2002 Hanko VTS

• 1.7.2004 GOFREP



Vessel Traffic Service Act and Government Decree on 

Vessel Traffic Services came into force in 2005.

• In accordance with the IMO Resolutions:  A.857(20), MSC.43(64),  

and A.851(20).  

• The Act also lays down provisions on the supervision of traffic within the 

traffic separation schemes outside Finland’s territorial waters and traffic 

covered by ship reporting systems (GOFREP). 

• Completed by IMO Resolution A.949(23) and EU directives 

(2002/59/EC, 2009/17/EC, 2010/65/EC).

• Work in IALA and IALA guidelines were utilized

• Operational procedures, technical requirements, training etc.

Legislative work of vessel traffic services 



Challenging points

• Coordination and harmonization of 

IMO and EU requirements

• Uplift of status from in-house Decision

to law and decree

• VTS as a newcomer in maritime traffic scene

• Coordination of practical aspects and 

national legislation (i.e. language)



Revised Resolution - good, good!

• No separate services

• The cooperation with other maritime

environment

• “VTS operates within a comprehensive 

environment in which ships, ports, allied 

services and other organizations fulfil their 

respective roles, as appropriate.”

• Data exchange

• ”Effective data exchange and information 

sharing between participants is fundamental 

to the overall operational efficiency and 

safety.”
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Reform of the transport and communications agencies
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Transport Infrastructure Agency

Traffic Management Finland Group

Transport and 

Communications Agency



ANS Finland 
Air Navigation

Finrail
Railway Traffic

ITM Finland 
Road Traffic

VTS Finland 
Vessel Traffic Service
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Traffic Control and Management Services 

Traffic Management Finland Group (TMFG)
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The Finnish Transport 

Infrastructure Agency

VÄYLÄ

The Finnish Transport and 

Communications Agency

TRAFICOM

Vessel Traffic Services 

Finland Ltd

VTS FINLAND

• Competent VTS authority

• Decision to establish a VTS

• Responsible for operational 

VTS decisions 

• VTS provider

• Operational decisions for less 

than 24 hours. 

• Requires the CA’s approval   

• VTS organizer 

• According to the legislation 

and CA’s decision.




